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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning

| am honored and excited to be part of the National Policy on Qualifications
Standards Validation Workshop today, as it shows commitment and
significant work done by the Namibia Qualifications Authority (NQA) and all
of you the stakeholders involved in the consultative development of the

national policy on qualification standards.

Qualifications standards provide benchmarks to guide the development,
implementation and quality assurance of learning programmes leading to
qualifications. It is crucial that Qualifications standards approved for
education and training must be credible, legitimate and widely understood
by all the stakeholders. Please applaud yourselves for having come up to

this stage in the national policy development cycle.



Ladies and Gentlemen,

Validation is a critical stage as it follows the country-wide regional
consultations thus | am enthusiastic about the incorporation of your earlier
contributions. This is another opportunity to refine and ensure your inputs
are placed in the right context for setting the foundation for qualification
standards for higher education. The revised draft policy you have today
requires your endorsement as partakers with background knowledge
incorporated from the robust discussions you had with the policy drafters and

NQA technical team.

As Executive Director of the line ministry, | am delighted to extend my sincere
support that we do the honorable task to have the final product of this
validation. May the exercise be successful so that we implement the policy
at least before the end of the 2024/2025 financial year. It is my desire that
the outdated legislation and regulations follow the same trend for us to serve
the market demand and shape the future of higher education in Namibia. It
is imperative that we maintain the global reputation by serving Namibians
with a relevant and sustainable National Qualifications Framework (NQF).
Today will mark the beginning of yet another high-level task for the technical
team working on the national policy on qualification standards, and | urge

you to be on task with the highest degree of excellence.

To the National Planning Commission (NPC),

Let me now thank the National Planning Commission as custodians of all

national policies on socio-economic development for their generous support



and guidance before and during the regional consultations undertaken to
date. | want to assure NPC that the official submission of the National Policy
on qualification standards will be done pending today’s validation workshop
which | hope to be a successful one. Based on this excellent performance
we are confident that our submission to NPC will be handled with due

attention as you have always demonstrated.

The NQA council,

As mentioned earlier, the task to escalate this national policy to high-level
structures has begun, thus, the council has the oversight responsibility to
ensure the progression of this draft policy for further scrutiny and possible
endorsement. Having said that, council members, | confidently look forward
to the ultimate launch of the policy as catered for in the new Integrated
Strategic Business Plan 2023/2024-2027/2028 (ISBP). And that many more
dated legislations, regulations and policies will also follow. I, therefore,
wholeheartedly trust that the capable and experienced NQA Council will

again deliver in this regard.

Esteemed Invited regional participants,

Welcome to the validation workshop once again. Last year the NQA travelled
to all thirteen (13) regions of Namibia, including the Khomas region, with the
draft national policy on qualification standards to solicit your input and
support as required. You are hereby reminded that this task emanates from

the mandates of the Namibia Qualifications Authority (NQA) as enacted by



the NQA Act, Act 29 of 1996 sections (3)(d), (i), and (j) that set out the objects
of NQA among others:

e “to set the curriculum standards required for achieving the occupational
standards for a given occupation, job, post, or position in a career
structure;

e to inquire into whether any particular qualification meets the national

standards”.

During the regional consultations, large amounts of data were collected in
the form of suggestions, critiques, questions and general concerns. These
data were all noted, recorded and analyzed. | applaud you for a job well done

according to the report received, as it demonstrates good citizenship.

As you conclude the task today, the technical team needs your utmost will
and support to consolidate regional inputs as collected. Therefore, | urge you
to ensure that the draft policy addresses those issues you deliberated on in
the appropriate content and context for improved quality standards for
qualifications in higher education. You are an equal partner in this task
representing views from your respective regions. Let us maintain that
knowing this is a national policy framework for all institutions of higher

learning regardless of geographical location, size or status.

Esteemed NQA Employees,

| take this opportunity to further express my sincere gratitude to the entire
NQA team of dedicated professionals for the commendable work you all do
in your respective units. | applaud you all for your contributions and in

particular the technical working group. The NQA mandate is clear regarding



standards and continues to guide qualification development in this country.
However, the challenges experienced so far call for setting qualifications
standards policy to instrumentally contribute to the successful

implementation and modernization of the NQF.

Dear NQA staff, please note that the NQF is a set of regulations which
describes every type of qualification and its associated characteristics. The
general regulations do not address the specific standards of individual
learning fields and qualifications thereof. Making the work on qualifications a
little bit challenging for compliance checks of specific outcomes of learning.
However, with the introduction of this policy, your load will become light since
specific standards allow for better comparability. The NQA is encouraged to

take this task very seriously as outlined in the NQA mandate.

The year 2024 marks the genesis of the implementation of the next five years
Integrated Strategic Business Plan (ISBP) 2024-2028 which was developed
through stakeholder consultations and approved by the NQA Council last

year.

NQA staff should take this opportunity to make this draft policy a success as
it will be an ideal time to introduce the policy with the review of the regulatory
framework and the revised strategy implementation creates the perfect

opportunity to bring about the much-anticipated change.

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

We cannot compromise on the attainment of the objectives of the NQA as an
organ of the state and as mandated to ensure and assure the highest

standard of education and training in and for Namibia. Our common purpose



today during this validation workshop is to reaffirm our collective inputs
solicited during the early stages of this policy formulation of the national
policy on qualification standards. | encourage each of you to actively
participate in discussions, share your perspectives, and contribute your
unique expertise to the benefit of the Namibian nation. Therefore, ladies and
gentlemen, this workshop marks a significant and crucial step in shaping the
trajectory of our collective journey. At the outset, | wish to thank all of you for
heeding the invitation to attend this validation workshop. The contributions
that you will make here today will go a long way in informing the reforms to

make our education system more efficient and effective.

As we validate the inputs in this workshop for the national policy on
qualification standards setting, | urge every one of you to be committed to
excellence in providing your service. Bring your best!!! We must uphold the
highest standards of accountability, professionalism and integrity. Let us
make this policy an example that we can take charge through qualification
standards of higher education and the quality of qualifications offered in this
sector as provided for in the NQA mandate. Therefore, we must embrace
and promote a culture of continuous improvement and innovation through
the realization of the national policy on qualification standards. Through this,
we shall ensure that the NQA is at the forefront of qualification standards,
and subsequently ensure the credibility of our national education and training
system. Through this, each one of us contributes to building a stronger, more

prosperous, and secure Namibia.

As | conclude,



| am fascinated to observe your involvement and enthusiasm throughout this
exercise as well as in the validation of the national policy on qualifications
standards for our country. The national qualification standards that will be
developed through this policy will go a long way in the history of education
for Namibia and is a great start to leveraging the differences/gaps in graduate

competencies observed in the labour market.

This, however, is not to limit innovation we remain cognizant that institutions
of higher learning have the autonomy to design and deliver their curriculum
instructions in a unique way using available resources and technologies in
consultation with the industries and Ilabour sector. Work-integrated
learning/internships will receive the utmost attention to give each
apprentice/trainee appropriate time for skill mastery/development and

professional growth.

On this end, allow me to please ask the participants to validate the national
policy on qualifications standards setting policy based on its merits. Lastly,
the Ministry of Higher Education Technology and Innovation awaits the policy
for endorsement and submission to the relevant structures and | therefore,
wish you a productive validation workshop, characterized by positive
contributions and determination to ensure due processes are complied with

and the policy can be realized.

It is my honor to declare this National Policy on Qualifications Standards

validation workshop open.

| thank you and God bless you.



